Community Application
*indicates a required field

Community Connections Grant Application
Introduction
Thank you so much for your interest in applying to our Community Connections Grant. Funding of up to £5,000 is available for community-led projects. If you haven’t already, please read the application guidance on the Community Connections Grant webpage.  

For this round, we are seeking applications from community groups and individuals embedded in communities in the UK’s coastal regions. Community groups and individuals embedded in communities that are not coastal will not be eligible for this round, but future rounds will have different eligibility criteria.  

The deadline for this form is 1 December 2026. You can submit at any time up to that date.

The CPEP team will review all applications for eligibility. The strongest proposals that address the assessment criteria outlined in the guidance on the Community Connections Grant webpage will be sent to a community panel for review. Funding decisions will be made in mid-January 2027.   

There will be an application webinar on 2 November 2026, 1.30-2.30pm, where you can find out more about the grant and ask questions. You can book now to attend. You can contact us at cpep@sas.ac.uk with any questions or to arrange a meeting or phone call to find out more.  

Section 1. Applicant details
This section is for lead applicants on a project, who will be the main point of contact, and will be responsible for overall project management and reporting through the course of the project. 
Applicants can be a community group's Leader, Director or Chair, part of an Executive, or a member with responsibility for a specific part of the group's activities (for example, Social Secretary). They might also have a different position or title.
Individuals who are part of a community, and who have an idea for a project that could engage that community, can also apply for this grant. In this section applicants are asked to supply some basic information about themselves.
1. Name*
2. Email*
3. Phone number*
4. Are you applying*
As an individual
On behalf of a community group or organisation
5. Describe your role in the community group/community. (100 words)*  
Please state whether you have an official role in a community organisation, and what it is. Please list what responsibilities you have (for example, arranging social events for the community, managing budgets, etc)
6. How will you fit working on this project into your existing commitments?* (100 words)
Section 2: About the Community Group/Community
This section asks applicants to supply information about the community group or (if applying as an individual) the community they represent. 
7. Describe the community you are part of which this project will be about or will engage with.(200 words)* 
Your description could include what brings you together and why, your usual activities, who else is part of this community group/community, and how they are involved in the group/community.
8. We welcome groups of all kinds to apply for the grant. Is your community group/community a formal organisation?*
Yes, it's an organisation [go to 9]
No, it’s an informal group [go to 10]
I am applying as an individual [go to 10]
9. Please indicate what type of organisation:
· Community Interest Company
· Constituted group
· Charity
· Social enterprise
· No formal organisation
· I don’t know
· Other 
10. Where is your community group/community located?*
England – East of England
England – East Midlands
England – London
England – North East
England – North West
England – South East
England – South West
England – West Midlands
England – Yorkshire and the Humber
Northern Ireland
Scotland
Wales
Other
11. Where will your project take place?
England – East of England
England – East Midlands
England – London
England – North East
England – North West
England – South East
England – South West
England – West Midlands
England – Yorkshire and the Humber
Northern Ireland
Scotland
Wales
Other
12. Do you have an existing relationship with a researcher who you would like to work with on this project? * 
You do not have to have a pre-existing relationship with a researcher in order to apply, and it will not benefit your application to have a pre-existing relationship with a researcher.
Yes [go to 13]
No [go to 15]
13.If yes, please state their name, job title, and the university or independent research organisation where they work.*
14. How have you worked together and for how long? (100 words)*

Section 3. About your idea
The Community Connections Grant aims to help communities develop an idea for a project or activity that will be meaningful to them, with the support of an arts, humanities and social sciences researcher.
Please be as thorough as possible in your answers, as this will help us to review applications.
15. Tell us about your idea (200 words)*
Your project idea can evolve throughout the grant, but please describe it in as much detail as you can at this stage.

16. What is one thing that this funding could help your community group achieve? (200 words)* 
17. How will the funding make a difference to you and the wider community? (200 words)*
18. For this funding we can only work with researchers who focus on arts, humanities, or social sciences subjects. To make sure we can fund your project and to help us match you with a researcher, please select any of the subject areas listed below that are relevant to your project.*  

Find out more about what researchers do in our Get to Know Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Researchers films.
· Arts and Literature
· Education, Economics, Law, Politics, Psychology, Sociology
· History and Geography
· Languages
· Music, Dance, Film, Drama
· Sports, Games, Crafts, Hobbies
· Other
· I don't know

19. How are your selected subject area(s) relevant to your idea? (200 words)*

20. To fund your project we need to be sure that there is community support for it. Please tell us how you have discussed the idea within your community. (200 words)*

21. Please provide names and contact details for at least two additional people from the community group/community that you anticipate being involved in your project and describe how you will work with them to deliver your project.* Please ensure you have their consent to include their information in this form and that they are aware of the application. We encourage applicants to share application drafts with the individuals named here before submitting the application.  

22. What is the proposed timeline for your project? (200 words)* 
Please include start and end dates within the grant period, which is one year.  Please note that matchmaking will be happening in February 2027, though project development does not have to start at that time. Please let us know whether there will be any periods when you will not be able to work on the project (for example, for religious holidays). Please identify at least 3 points in the project (towards the start, in the middle and at the end of your timeline) to meet with CPEP staff as the project develops.

23. You will have up to £5,000 of funding; please describe briefly how you think you might use this funding.  (200 words)*
This might include, for example, venue hire, workshop materials and catering, travel, paying creative practitioners. You can use your own template, or we have created a budget template that you can use should you wish to.  You can also add your budget directly into this text box. If you are using your own budget template or our template please email it to cpep@sas.ac.uk and add a note to this effect in this text box.

24. Have you emailed any relevant supporting documents to cpep@sas.ac.uk?*
Supporting documents

If applying with a researcher in mind: Letter of support from researcher

For individual applicants: Two recommendation letters from people who know you in a professional or voluntary capacity

For applicants applying on behalf of formally constituted organisations: Constitution, and Safeguarding and EDI policy documents

For applicants who are not Heads of the group/organisation applying on behalf of community groups/organisations: Letter confirming support of Head of group/organisation

Budget template (if used)

Yes
n/a

25. How did you find out about this grant?
Email
Social media
Website
Word of Mouth
Other  

26. Thank you for filling in this application. If you have any additional feedback you would like to give us relating to this form, or the grant application process, please do so below. When you submit you will be prompted to fill in a separate Equal Opportunities form, please ensure you complete this as part of the application process. Thank you!
	
	
	



